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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend this application by replacing the cross-reference to related 
applications section, titled "Related Application Information," beginning on page 1, line 
10, with the following replacement section: 

RELATED APPLICATION INFORMATION 

This application claims the benefit of United States Provisional 
Application Number 60/136,734, filed May 28, 1999, which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of US Application No. 
09/579,787, filed May 26, 2000 , now US Patent No. 7,006,993, and 
entitled "Method And Apparatus For Surrogate Control Of Network-Based 
Electronic Transactions," which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Please amend this application by replacing the summary of the invention section, 
beginning on page 5, line 1 , with the following replacement section: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] A m e thod and apparatus for surrogat e contro l of ele ctron i c 
comm e rc e transact i ons ar e prov i d e d that i nc l ud e a proxy s e rv e r through 
wh i ch an ind i v i dua l w i thout a cr e d i t card is e nab le d to shop at on li n e 
m e rchant s i t e s. Upon op e n i ng an account w i th i n th e proxy s e rver, tho 
account can b e fund e d us i ng num e rous fund sourc e s, for e xamp le cr e dit 
cards, ch e ck i ng accounts, mon e y ord e rs, g i ft c e rt i ficat e s, i nc e nt i v e cod e s, 
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on li n e curr e ncy, coupons, and stor e d va l u e cards. A us e r w i th a fund e d 
account can shop at num e rous r e mot e s e rv e rs through th e proxy s e rv e r 
us i ng a typ i ca l cl ie nt comput e r Wor l d W i d e W e b (w e b) brows e r. Wh e n 
m e rchandis e i s s ele ct e d for purchas e , a purchas e transaction i s e x e cut e d 
i n which a cr e d i t card b el ong i ng to th e proxy s e rv e r is ass i gn e d to th e 
us e r. Th e ass i gnm e nt can b e p e rman e nt or temporary. Th e cr e d i t card i s 
l oad e d w i th funds from th e us e r's corr e spond i ng fund e d account, and 
us e d to comp le t e th e purchas e transact i on . Wh il e tho proxy server is 
transpar e nt to th e us e r, contro l s ar e provid e d that i nclud e mon i toring th e 
data str e ams and, i n r e spons e , contro lli ng th e i nformat i on flow b e tw ee n 
th e us e r and th e m e rchant s i t e s. 

[0011] In some embodiments. Accord i ng to on e asp e ct of th e 
invent i on, thoro i s a method of providing transparent proxy services to a 
user of a client device is provided . The client device has a browser for 
retrieving digital content from a data network. The client device, a proxy 
server and a remote server are connected to the data network. According 
to the method, th e proxy s e rv e r r e c ei v e s a f i rst r e qu e st from th e brows e r 
for a f i rst un i t of d i g i tal cont e nt. A r e mot e s e rv e r hostnam e is assoc i at e d 
w i th th e r e mot e s e rv e r. Th e f i rst r e qu e st i nclud e s th e r e mot e s e rv e r 
hostnam e for r e f e r e nc i ng th e f i rst un i t of dig i ta l cont e nt. Th e proxy s e rv e r 
r e qu e sts th e f i rst un i t of d i g i ta l cont e nt from th e r e mot e s e rv e r. Th e proxy 
serv e r r e c e iv e s th e first un i t of dig i ta l cont e nt from th e r e mot e s e rv e r. Th e 
proxy s e rv e r pars e s th e f i rst un i t of d i g i ta l cont e nt for r e f e r e nc e s to tho 
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r e mot e s e rv e r. Th e proxy s e rv e r mod i fi e s at l oast on e r e f e r e nc e to th e 
r e mot e s e rv e r i n th e first un i t of dig i ta l cont e nt to th e r e by form a mod i f ie d 
f i rst un i t of d i g i ta l cont e nt. This i s don e by i nsert i ng a surrogat e s e rv e r 
hostnam e i nto th e at le ast on e r e f e r e nce. Th e surrogat e s e rv e r hostnam e 
is d i ff e r e nt from th e r e mot e s e rv e r hostn a m e . Th e proxy s e rv e r transm i ts 
th e mod i fi e d f i rst un i t of d i gital cont e nt to th e brows e r, the proxy server 
receives a first request from the browser for a first unit of digital content, 
wherein there is a remote server hostname associated with the remote 
server and the first reguest includes the remote server hostname for 
referencing the first unit of digital content: the proxy server requests the 
first unit of digital content from the remote server: the proxy server 
receives the first unit of digital content from the remote server: the proxy 
server parses the first unit of digital content for references to the remote 
server: the proxy server identifies a first reference within a software 
construct, wherein the software construct, when performed, would force a 
page reload by the browser: the proxy server inserts a first software 
function into the modified remote page for modifying references: the proxy 
server inserts a call to the first software function into the software 
construct, wherein the first reference is encapsulated in the function call: 
the proxy server modifies at least one reference to the remote server in 
the first unit of digital content to form a modified first unit of digital content 
by inserting a surrogate server hostname into the at least one reference 
and removing a remote server hostname from the at least one reference. 
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wherein the surrogate server hostname is different from the remote server 
hostname: and the proxy server transmits the modified first unit of digital 
content to the browser . 

[0012] According to other aspects of the invention, th e r e ar e 
prov i d e d a proxy server provides for providing transparent proxy services 
to a user of a client device and a computer program provides for prov i d i ng 
transparent proxy services to a user of a client device. 
[0013] Still further objects and advantages attaching to the system 
and methods will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the following 
particular description. 

Please use the new Abstract attached hereto as the Abstract for this application. 



